History 4.1: Western Civilization to 1648 C.E.

Santa Rosa Junior College

Spring 2017

Instructor: Dr. lan Livie

Email: ilivie@santarosa.edu

Room: PC 656

Section#: 6466

Course time: Monday, 7-10 PM

Office hours: Monday, 6:30-7:00 PM and by appointment

Required Texts:
¢ Hunt, Lynn, et al. The Making of the West: Volume I: to 1750. New York: Bedford-St.Martin’s, 2012. ISBN-
10: 0312672691 (Available at the SRJC Petaluma Center Bookstore; Print and digital versions also available
for purchase or rent on Amazon.com).

% Selected primary texts (to be provided digitally)

Course Description:

History 4.1 is a survey of European history from the origins of Western Civilization to 1648 C.E. A survey of
Western Civilizations to 1648 C.E. The course begins with the Ancient Near East, and includes the study of ancient
Greece, ancient Rome, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance and the Reformation.

SRJC Course Description:
https:/ /portal.santarosa.edu/SRweb /SR CourseQutlines.aspx?CVID=36509&Semester=20167

Course Content:
L. Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Analyze the political, economic, cultural, and social developments in Western Civilization from the
establishment of early civilizations to 1648 C.E.
2. Evaluate the causes and effects of historical events.
3. Critically analyze primary and secondary sources as historical evidence.

11. Objectives:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Locate on maps the geographical centers of historical development since prior to 1648 C.E.
2. Identify and analyze the interrelationships among major wotld civilizations and their unique
contributions to the Western tradition, and assess their continuing influence today.
3. Compare and contrast differing opinions on critical historical developments, and distinguish disciplined
historical thinking from fable and antiquarianism.
4. Demonstrate critical, independent thinking through analysis of historical events and concepts using a
variety of primary and secondary sources.

Class Policies:

Assignments and Grading: All take-home assignments must be typed/word processed according to the following
specifications: double-spaced, twelve point font using either Times New Roman, Palatino, or Garamond, one inch
margins, and standard text alignment. All out-of-class work (reading and written work) is due at the beginning of the
specified class. No late work will be accepted unless you have made arrangements with me in advance of the due
date. Below is some basic info about the assignments/responsibilities for the course and the grade break down:



http://www.santarosa.edu/
https://profiles.santarosa.edu/ian-livie
mailto:ilivie@santarosa.edu
https://www.amazon.com/Making-West-1750-Peoples-Cultures/dp/0312672691
https://portal.santarosa.edu/SRweb/SR_CourseOutlines.aspx?CVID=36509&Semester=20167

» Midterm Exams — (20% each): There are TWO midterm exams. Each exam requites you to synthesize in
class material (lecture and discussion) with the reading to respond to identification and short answer essay
questions. Specific information about the format and expectations for these exams will be distributed in
class and online.

> Reflection Responses &Participation — (10%): Over the course of the term, you will be asked to write
brief reflections during class time in response to a question or prompt provided by the instructor. These
reflections will address material in the reading, the lecture, or both, and will require you to consider your
own ideas about topics in those areas. Each reflection should be one paragraph (four to six sentences) and
submitted immediately following completion in class. In-class reflections CANNOT be turned in late or
made up on a later date. Students must actively participate in discussion during each class session.
Attendance will be taken at each class session. Students must actively take notes and are responsible for all
information presented in class. See guidelines below.

» Term Paper — (20%): Students will complete a term paper in response to an assignment distributed in class.

» Final Exam — (30 %): Although in a similar format to the midterms, the final will be cumulative for the
term. A review guide will be distributed two weeks before the exam.

Reading: Course reading forms an important part of the class and should not be taken lightly. Each week, you will
be assigned textbook reading to complete on your own (see below). Students who do not complete the reading in
advance of the class meeting time will not only suffer in terms of a diminished participation grade, but will also
make class time much less rich. Since these lectures and discussions will yield significant of the material for your
exams, it behooves you to keep up and stay engaged. The textbook will be available at the SRJC Bookstore or online
at the bookseller of your choice. Readings not in published texts will be available through electronic reserve or as
handouts in class. Difficulty in accessing the articles does not excuse you from reading them. Make sure you can
access the articles as soon as possible and notify me via email if there are any problems.

Participation: Even in a lecture format class, participation and attendance is important. In order to earn
participation credit, you must be present in class; attendance will be taken in every class session. You must actively
participate in group discussions, collaborative activities, etc. and bring course materials and assignments to every
class session. As noted before, students are personally responsible for all material presented in class. If you are
absent for any reason, please arrange to get material from another student in class. This class will rely on the steady
contributions of the entire group, in terms of verbal contributions, active listening, and maintaining an environment
of respect and civility. It is important that class is a place where everyone is comfortable, secure, and has a voice. If
this is ever not the case, please see me.

Electronic Devices: While I encourage you to use laptops/tablets as note-taking devices during the course, I also
know from experience that such devices can also be distractions for those using such devices and for those around
you (this is a much larger problem than you may realize). Please TURN OFF all cell phones and other electronic
devices not used for note-taking before entering the class and do not use such devices during class time.

Attendance: Class attendance and participation is mandatory and forms an important part of your grade. Given
the nature of the class, missing even a single class can jeopardize your grade in the course. As mentioned above,
attendance will be taken at each class session. This will happen either with a sign-in sheet or through the writing
response sheets. Please do your best to be on time. Being late to class damages more than just your own progress,
but also has an impact on your classmates as we work through the material each week.



The following deadline dates have been established for this section:

Day Class Begins:

Day Class Ends:

Day/Time of Final Exam:
Last Day to Add

without instructor's approval:

Last Day to Add
with instructor's approval:

Last Day to Drop
and be eligible for enrollment/course fee refund:

Last Day to Drop
without a "W' symbol:

Last Day to Drop
with a ‘W' symbol:

Last Day to Opt
for Pass/No Pass:

First Census Date:

Monday, January 23, 2017
Monday, May 15, 2017

Monday, May 22, 2017
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Sunday, January 22, 2017
Sunday, February 5, 2017
Sunday, January 29, 2017
Sunday, February 5, 2017
Sunday, April 23, 2017

Sunday, February 26, 2017

Monday, February 6, 2017



Reading and Assignment Schedule

1/23: Course Introduction: Western Civilization?
Reading: None

1/30: The "Pre-historic" Western World
Reading: Chapter. 1 in Making of the West

2/6: The Ancient Near East
Reading: Chapter 2

2/13: The Golden Age(s) of Greece
Reading: Chapter 3 & 4

2/20: Washington’s birthday (No Class)

2/27 The Roman Republic and Empire
Reading: Chapter 5 & 6

3/6: Midterm Examination #1
Reading: None

3/13: The Slow Disintegration of Roman Hegemony
Reading: Chapter 7

3/20: Spring Break (No Class)
Reading: None

3/27: The Post-Roman West
Reading: Chapter 8

4/3: The Carolingians and the Abbasids: From Empitre to Fragmentation
Reading: Chapter 9

4/10: The “Flowering” of the Middle Ages: Commerce and Culture
Reading: Chapter 10 & 11

4/17 Midterm Examination #2
Reading: None

4/24: The Medieval Worldview
Reading: Chapter 12

5/1 Term Paper Due
Reading: None

5/8: The Italian Renaissance
Reading: Chapter 13

5/15: Europe’s Crisis of Faith
Reading: Chapter 14 & 15

5/22 Final Examination

** Note: It may be necessary to modify this syllabus during the course of the semester**



